Formal Outline Example
I. Thesis statement – Romeo and Juliet is a tragic play filled with fighting, lost love, and death.
II. Topic sentence – Many fights occur in the play Romeo and Juliet.
a. Feud between Capulets and Montagues
b. Fight between Tybalt, Mercutio, and Romeo
i. “O they have made worms’ meat of me!” (III, 5, 78)
*Transition sentence – The feud between the Montagues and the Capulets led to Romeo and Juliet not being able to be together.
III. Romeo and Juliet must have a secret relationship due to the fighting between their families.
a. Capulet wants Juliet to marry Paris
b. Romeo and Juliet get married in secret
i. “Take this ring and tomorrow we be wed.” (II, 2, 38)

c. Romeo and Juliet can never enjoy a real marriage
*Romeo and Juliet are never able to make their marriage known and this secrecy eventually leads to death.
IV. Many deaths occur throughout Romeo and Juliet.
a. Mercutio
b. Tybalt
c. Romeo and Juliet
i. “Thy drugs are quick” (V, 3, 56)
V. Conclusion – In conclusion, due to all the fighting, lost love, and deaths Romeo and Juliet is definitely a tragedy.

