ESSAY WRITING

THESIS STATEMENT
· A thesis statement is the governing idea, proposition, claim or point

· It should be 1-3 sentences in length (but aim to be concise)

· It should appear at the end of the introductory paragraph

· A good thesis captures the reader’s interest and shapes his or her expectations

INTRODUCTORY PARAGRAPH
The first paragraph of you essay should draw readers in and prepare them for what’s to come by:
· Providing basic information (about the text/author/topic) readers will need in order to understand the topic

· Creating interest (an intriguing statement/question)

· Articulating the thesis statement

BODY PARAGRAPHS

The body paragraphs are where you develop your thesis by presenting and analyzing evidence.
· Each body paragraph should begin with a topic sentence (where is this paragraph heading?)
· Present each idea/paragraph so that it follows a logical order

· Each idea/paragraph should build on the last one

· Each body paragraph should end with a transition sentence (where is the reader headed next?)

· In the case of your last body paragraph, end with a concluding sentence

USING EVIDENCE

In order to be convincing, you must incorporate evidence into your essay.  Both quality and quantity are vital.
· You must ALWAYS introduce your quote!
· You should only use direct quotes when the wording is significant; otherwise, paraphrase or summarize

· Please see handouts for more specific information about using quotes.

CONCLUSION

Conclusions are introductions in reverse.  Think about what lasting impression you want to leave on the reader.
· Begin with a reworded thesis statement

· Recap your main points for the reader

· End with a thought provoking statement or question; or end with your thoughts about the impact or implication your topic might have on people/literature/etc.

A FEW ESSAY WRITING TIPS

· Literature is considered a living thing, so use present tense when discussing it

· Only address a writer by his/her full name the first time; thereafter, use his/her last name only

· Underline or italicize titles of: long poems, books, plays, newspapers, magazines

· Quotation marks for titles of: short stories, essays, poems

· Always indent when you start a new paragraph (1 TAB or 5 spaces)

· NEVER use “I”, “my”, “we”, “us” – use one
· Do not use contractions

· Avoid using slang  
· Remember that this is a formal paper, so the tone needs to be formal

· Double space your essay

· Use a 12pt font only

· Page numbers belong on the top right hand corner (except on the first page)

· You MUST have a Works Cited page

