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Culture is one of the mostimportant part of one’s iden’éit?‘.fi/n the novel April Raintree by
Beatrice Mosionier, it tells the story of a Metis named April, who do not accept her own heritage.*~ .
Throughout the novel, April developed her relationship with Roger, April wentto the Indian Powwow
with hersister, Cheryl, and when Cheryldied, April found out abouther nephew, Henry Liberty. These

events helped April find her own identity. v’

April's relationship with Rogeris a huge help for her tofind her own iden{;;;/.April lives with her
sister after getting a divorce, then she met Roger again. Afterthey catch up with each other’slives,
Rogerfound that Aprilis not proud of her ownculture. Roger said, “I'm not going to tell you to be proud
of whatyou are. Justdon’tbe ashamed” (Mosi_onief’iéé). Roger’s advice made April think that she could
slowly work her way in embracing hercultlj?;. After Rogerand April became friends, Roger has always
been there for April to comfort and give April advice to help herfrom traumas. For example, when April
tells Rogerabout her problems, Roger makes her feelaccepted even after knowingwhat happenedto
April in the past. As Rogersaid, “well, believe me or not, ! understand” (Mosionié?‘/i‘éﬁ)k Roger always
tris his bestto understandand help Aprit because thatis what April needs. Roger’s actions made April
think that if someane like Roger could accept her, thenshe could also accept herself. With Roger’s

encouragement, April asked Cherylto go to the Indian Powwow with her. =

April asked Cherylabout the Indian Powwow and April wants to expe rience it. The Indian
Powwow is a festival where different tribes come togetherto have fun by singing and dancing. During

the event, Aprilfelt proud of herheritagg:‘April always tried to fit into the white society and evenif she
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tries, she will still feelalienated. However, being around her people and family, April feellike she does
not need to build herselfa fagadiéfAs April said, “for the first time in my life, | felt as if all of that was
part of me, as if | was part of it” {Mosionier l'iéiAprEI always seesthe stereotypes abouttheir culture,
but now that April got to appreciate their traditions, April felt proud of them, and this urged her accept
who she is. Seeing more of their culture made April realize how good it feels to embrace herown
heritage. Inthe white society, they were always treated unfairly and disrespectfully because of the
stereotypes about them. Unlike in their community, everyone is welcome, and they treateach other
with respeéii‘;\priisaid, “| felt stirrings of pride, regret, and inner peace” (Mosionier 176). Seeing April's
community get togetherand treating each -otheras families made herfeelregret because she always
fived on denying her culture by the stereotypes and not whothey were behind those stereotypes. Later

in the novel, Cheryldied, then she discovers thatshe has a nephew, Henry Liberty.

Cheryl's death affected Aprilnegatively, however, it was the opposite when Aprilfound
out about Henry Liberty. While reading Cheryl’s journal, April found out that the news of their mother’s
death destroyed Cheryl’'s seif—identit; Chery!'s narratives help Aprilto realize that to overcome the

traumas of their past, she must accept her heritage because it is a big part of forming hernew self. On

Cheryl'slast letter, sfhe

for me. Be proud of who you are, of whatyou and Henry Libertyare” (Mosionier 241). Cheryl's words

‘ thoughtApn! that she has the strength and it is not too late for her to accept her heritage and find her
identity. April also found out that Cheryl gave birth to Henry Liberty. April and Cherylgrew up without
their parents with them. Knowingthat Cherylis gone, April would notwant the history to repeat itself
for Henry because she knows how it feels to grow up without their parents. As April said, “Cherylhad
died, but forHenry Libgrty and me, there would be a tomorrow. I will strive for it. For my sister and her

i

son” {Mosionier 242). April's nephew isthe reason April was urged to accept her heritage to find her




betterself and be a guardian for Henry. When April finally accepted her culture, she could finally

experience true happiness.

April developed herrelationship with Roger, she then wentto the Indian Powwow with her
sister, Cheryl, and later found out about Henry Liberty when Che rylcf‘iwéa‘. When April spends time with
Roger, he makes April feelaccepted. Attending the Indian Powwow made Aprilfeelregret fordenying
herown culture. Chery!'s death affected April negatively, but when she found out about Henry Lrbe rty,
she was ready to accept herself. Accepting who you are, and your culture is important as it is a big factor
that makes youridentity. A famous gquote was “it’s better late than never”, and finally April was able to

find her identity.;w,./-“’"" '.
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