Cles>
‘DM"‘ 1
M< %‘{p "% The Impact of April Raintree’s Past Experiences /’le 3
0]

e eé Xperiences as a child impé%)he choices they make when they grow up. In the novel@l
/ \w\ [\Raintree by Beatrice Culleton, it explains the life of two sisters who were taken into foster care when
they were young. Bothssisters, Chd Ap@ke on completely differentlifestyles when it comes to
their childhood. Their childhood then affects the decisions they choose to make when they become
adults. Cherylis able to exceptthe way she grew up, but April is not. As a child April lives with a really

good foster home, she then lives with a really mean fosterhome, and April’s younger sister Chery}d; ’s//

April was positively affected when she was young by living in a good foster home. When April
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safe environmentand were not gettingthe propercare. They were placed in separate foster homes.
April’s first foster home was with the Dions and they made April feelvery safe. The Dions treated April
like she was a part of theirfamily and made her feelvery wechBeing ina good first fosterhome

Hs.

positively impacted April and made herfeelsafe and car:a/dyfeﬁ'. Inthe book Ms. Dion said, “for now just
keep lovingthem and praying for them. And try to be happy with us. We love you very much April.”
(Culleton 26) This made April feellike someone cared for herand believed in her. April had a good
experience atherhome with the Dions. The Dions included April in what they did as a family and never
made her feelleft out. This left a very positive impact on April because she thought that she would be
safe with themfora \mp«’é The Dion’s made April feelvery accepted. April says, “Ms. Dion hugged me to
herand rocked me back and forth.” (Culleton t formed a really good relationship between April

and the Dion’s. April living with the Dions was a positive experience but living with the DesRosiers was

the complete opposite. /

April was placed in a new fosterhome with the racist and rude DesRosiers. April was placed

with the DesRosiers after Ms. Dion got sick so they could not take care of April anymore. Aprilwas not



April lives with a really good fosterhome, she then lives in a mean racist fosterhome, and
April's youngersister Chery| di€s. The time April spentwith the Dions helped herfeelsafe and excepted.
April spending time with the DesRosiers showed her how rude and prejudice people can be. Cheryl dying
was the last big negative impact on April’s life. With such a rough past and childhood, it may seem hard

to succeed, buthopefully April can overcome these experiences and grow from thercl/‘/'
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